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WASHINGTON -- It's not only commercial drivers whose medical histories are coming under scrutiny.

Last year, the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) held a series of hearings on the medical oversight of noncommercial drivers and Nov. 9, the Agency held a public board meeting to discuss the issue.

Two of several incidents cited by the NTSB were a 19-year-old car driver waiting for a train to pass at a railroad crossing in Tarentum, Pa., who had a seizure, accelerated his vehicle, and crashed it into the side of the passing train. Another passenger vehicle driver, who suffered from blackouts, crossed into an oncoming lane of traffic in Washington County, Md., and killed a fellow driver. 

At NTSB's November meeting, topics included: the need for reliable data; training for health care professionals; state reporting requirements for noncommercial drivers' medical conditions; and the "lack of uniform medical assessment and state oversight" of these drivers, according to an NTSB news release. 

The NTSB has been studying numerous crashes, many involving fatalities, caused by passenger vehicle drivers with diabetes, seizures, brain injuries and other serious conditions which had apparently contributed to the fatal wrecks in which they were involved.

